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PARISH OF MARTLESHAM 

 MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD 20 APRIL 2011  

 

IN THE CHAIR: Mr C G Moore (Chairman, Martlesham Parish Council). 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs S Robertson (Clerk), Mrs L Evans (Deputy Clerk). 

 

PRESENT: D Sweeting, C Moore, S Moore, M Kersey, N Kersey, W Welch, J Kelso, E Geary, 

I O’Brien Baker, Cllr C Page, L Brome, Cllr J Klashka, J Nayler, J Nayler, Cllr P O’Brien,  

M Irwin, S Denton, Pc R Wright, J Forbes, P Smith  

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Mr A A Green, Miss J I L Bear, Cllr S Ogden, Cllr M 

Neale, Mr R Osborne, Mr L Burrows, Mrs M Burrows, Miss S Burrows 

 

Mr Moore welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He introduced Beth Barham (Suffolk County 

Council Open Access Warden) who had come to give a presentation on: - 

 

“Countryside Open Access” 

Presentation by Beth Barham,  
SCC Open Access Warden 

 

Beth Barham explained that she works in SCC’s Countryside Access Dept and has been in post 

for 17 months.  Her role was originally funded by Natural England but she is now directly 

contracted with SCC.  Her main roles involve looking after Public Rights of Way, directly trying 

to publicise what’s available, fund walk signage and work with different bodies.  The 

Countryside Rights of Way Act 2000 (Section 18) states that a county may have a warden and 

she is the only one in the country with direct responsibility for Open Access (OA).  Rights of 

Way Officers and definitive map officers operate in the Countryside Access Dept.  The 

Countryside Rights of Way Act to open up access sites came into being in 2005 and has had a 

huge input from the Ramblers Association to develop the act.  It is not “right to roam” but is 

“right to access land.”  Four main areas, namely, mountains, moorland, heathland and downland 

had to be scientifically defined.  The law specifies what restrictions there are with a “minimum 

restriction for the purpose to which it is sought” eg. lambing.  There are specific restrictions 

particularly relating to dogs and ground nesting birds.  The Brecks and the Sandlings are 

predominantly OA and have a lot of ground nesting birds.  The numbers of breeding pairs has 

risen because the land is managed so well, i.e. land is fenced and sheep/cattle are better 

managed.  Contrary to expectations the Act has created an environment where birds are 

increasing even though the land is more heavily walked. 

Registered Commons are OA land together with dedicated land that anyone can designate eg. All 

Forestry Commission land is OA.  Dogs must be kept under close control and put on a lead at 

certain times of the year to protect ground nesting birds etc.  The main aim is getting people to 

enjoy themselves. 

The coastal path is currently on hold but was mentioned in the Countryside Rights of Way Act, 

for example, Benacre in North Norfolk is one of the few places where erosion hasn’t taken the 

heathland away and is designated OA land even though it runs on to the beach. 

Certain responsibilities are required for Commons.  Dogs must be kept on a lead from 31 March 

to 31 July and some areas are closed completely through the summer months due to ground 

nesting birds, however, these are few and far between. 

Beth showed a variety of signs which are replacing the old signs.  They have individualised each 

site sign to introduce the site, with specific information relating to dogs and making 

bridleway/footpath signs much clearer.  Due to lack of funds missing signs are being replaced 

and signs put up in new OA sites only at this stage.  Beth’s job is to raise awareness of the 
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walking opportunities and to make people understand the restrictions relating to dogs using OA 

land (dogs are the only animals that can be walked on OA land). 

Ordinance Explorer Maps shows the OA sites and can also be viewed online at The Discover 

Suffolk website at www.discoversuffolk.org.uk   

There are some exceptions to walking on OA land, for example: people have a right to privacy 

up to 20 metres around their dwelling.  The golf course at Rushmere is OA, however, the golf 

course area is excluded and restrictions should be respected.  Other areas include Elvedon Estate, 

West Stow Park and Westleton Heath.  The majority of Beth’s time is taken up working with 

managers and land owners. 

 

Beth Barham answered the following questions from the floor: - 

 

Q.  Pc Richard Wright asked if dogs have to be on a lead on a public footpath? 

A.  If it’s a public right of way dogs have to kept under close control.  They can run on the path 

but if it’s on OA land then it’s a problem.  Her powers are limited and she can only ban for a 

restricted period.     

 

Q.  Mr Kelso raised the problem of erosion caused by walkers not sticking to footpaths.  Does 

this  cause concern? 

A.  It doesn’t appear to impact on wildlife as most people stick to the paths.  Senior members of 

the Public Rights of Way team will have to address this matter, but it seems to be working well. 

 

Q.  Mr Brome asked what are the implications of land sold privately, eg. Forestry Commission? 

A.  Forestry Commission is permissive and not a public right of way.  However, OA land is easy 

to retain, but it could still have restrictions.  If it’s purchased for building all permissive access 

would go.  One way to resolve this problem is to create a public right of way through long usage. 

 

Q.  Mr Forbes asked if cyclists or horse riders can use OA land? 

A   No, the only animal allowed is a dog. 

 

Mr Moore thanked Beth for attending and her informative presentation. 

Beth Barham left the meeting. 

 

2. MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING HELD 28 APRIL 2010: 

The minutes were approved and signed.  Agreed. 

 

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF 28 APRIL 2010: None  

 

4. POLICE REPORT  

Pc Richard Wright reported that 216 crimes for 2010/11 were recorded in Martlesham.  He went 

through the crime figures for neighbouring parishes.  A lot of work has been undertaken on 

Rushmere Heath to reduce heath fires by removing gorse.  Parking complaints close to schools 

are ongoing with high vis patrols present during the morning and afternoon school runs.  

Warning notices and fixed penalty notices are issued.  Cederwood Primary is particularly bad.  

There were problems with BMX riders causing a nuisance in Walk Farm wood.  This area has 

now been bulldozed and litter cleared etc.  The landowner has been made aware that it is his 

responsibility. 

Skateboarding at The Square is an ongoing issue and although the Police have worked with the 

owners and agents there remains a financial commitment.  A skate park would be the long term 

solution and they are working with the council to find a suitable site.  The 12 parishes have 

problems policing major events for eg. Music on the Green.  They are reconsidering how to 

police big events.  Thefts have been reported from motor vehicles on Martlesham Business Park.  

Catalytic converters from Orwell Trucks have been stolen.  They are considering marking these 

http://www.discoversuffolk.org.uk/
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to make them identifiable.  Anti-social use of motor vehicles is being followed up.  Petty 

vandalism, mainly graffiti is more prevalent in Martlesham than any other parish and Pc Wright 

has removed a fair amount himself.  A vandalism issue in Martlesham is currently being dealt 

with and damage has been caused to a shed at the Control Tower and the offender’s parents have 

been informed. 

Mr Kelso queried the opening date of the Police Investigation Centre.  Cllr O’Brien reported it is 

likely to open mid to end June 11.  

Mr Denton referred to the Police Crime Map and was alarmed to discover he lived in a crime 

hotspot.  Pc Wright reported it’s a mistake and will rectify it. 

 

5. REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS: 

Written reports from Cllrs P O’Brien, C Page, J Kelso, S Ogden and M Neale were circulated 

and noted (attached to these minutes).   

Cllr P O’Brien read through her report.  Nothing further to add. 

 

Cllr J Kelso referred to his report and pointed out that the timetable relating to the LDF is subject 

to change.  Amended plans for the Bloor Homes Planning Application are expected in 

July/August 11. 

 

Cllr C Page referred to her report and highlighted that together with various councillors they are 

looking into the possibility of replacing the missing bus services on Sundays, Bank holidays and 

evenings. 

 

Cllr J Klaschka referred to Deben Avenue where many issues transcend the 3 parishes.  Another 

200 places have been secured at Heath Primary School for 2012 which will alleviate the pressure 

from Gorseland Primary School.  The sibling guarantee has been achieved ensuring younger 

siblings attend the same primary school as their older siblings.  If the Adastral Park development 

goes ahead Kesgrave High School will have a shortage of places.  The 12PT has been 

particularly successful.  The District Council’s Strategic Partnership promotes Martlesham and 

as regards Local Divestment, Cllr Klaschka is leading the Kesgrave Library and Youth Club 

projects.  Advanced plans show that these services can be provided much cheaper through the 

Parish Precept than through SCC.   

 

6. REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL: 

Mr Moore referred the meeting to the draft Annual Report 2009-2010 (attached to these minutes)  

He read through his report which takes its usual form and highlights both achievements and 

aspirations for next year (attached to these minutes). 

 

7. PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS 2010/2011: 

The Clerk reported that this is just an overview of the council’s income and expenditure for 

2010/11.  These are not the final figures because there are still payments to be made relating to 

the last financial year.  Parishioners always have the opportunity to view the accounts when they 

are finalised.  Our income appears particularly high this year as we have received nearly 

£23,000.00 in grant funding towards the Centenary Playspace and the BMX project.  Work on 

the new play area started last week.  We still expect to receive a further £8,000.00 from SCDC 

when it is complete.  The overall cost of the play area will be £60,000.00 so the expenditure 

would have exceeded the income if we had already been invoiced.   

Looking at our income, we have received some money from recycling credits, bank interest and 

other income, but as the figures are low they appear as 0% on the pie chart.  Our expenditure is 

split to reflect how our time and money is used on different activities for the parish and we use a 

system of apportionment for this pie chart. 
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8. REPORT FROM PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS: 

Written reports are attached to these minutes.  

1. Development Plans (including LDF/BT Development Working Group):   

  Mr Brome referred to his report for 2010/11 highlighting the key areas and conveyed his   

    thanks to Mr Forbes for assisting with Old Martlesham applications and Mr Kelso for 

  assisting with Martlesham Heath applications in 2010/11.  He thanked the committee for 

  their support over the last year.  
 

2. Finance & General Purposes:  

  Mr Welch referred to his report for 2010/11 highlighting the key areas. 

 

3. Recreation & Amenities (including Portal Woodlands Conservation Group, Centenary 

  Playspace Working Group, BMX Working Group):  

  Mr Sweeting referred to his report for 2010/11 highlighting the key areas.  He conveyed 

  his thanks to Margaret Kersey for all her help over the years.  Cllr J Klaschka  

  complimented the Centenary Playspace Working Group and said it’s been a great pleasure 

  to work with and good to see a parish council in touch with its community. 

  Mr Denton voiced his concerns about the amount of litter and advertising in the vicinity of 

  Tesco.  Mr Brome explained that the Parish Council has met with Tesco and these issues 

  are being addressed.  A litter pick is scheduled for Saturday 28 May 2011. 

 

9. ANY REPORTS FROM THOSE PRESENT REPRESENTING PARISH 

    TRUSTS/PARISH ORGANISATIONS: 

Reports and accounts had been received and were on display from the following organisations: 

 Church of St Mary the Virgin, Martlesham Annual Report 2010 and Parochial Church 

Accounts for year ended 31.12.10 

 Disability Advice Service Annual Report and Accounts 01 April 2009 to 31 March 2010 

 Martlesham Community Hall Management Committee Annual Report and Accounts 

 Martlesham Conservation Group Annual Report and Accounts 01.09.09 to 31.08.10 

 Martlesham Heath Householders Ltd. Annual Report and Accounts 

 Martlesham Heath Pavilion Management Committee Report 2010 and Accounts Year 

ended 31.08.10 

 Martlesham in Bloom Annual Report and Accounts Year ended 31.03.11 

 Martlesham Village Hall Annual Report 

 Parish Council’s Five Year Plans (Finance & General Purposes and Recreation & 

Amenities) 

 

Mr P Smith reported on the Martlesham Conservation Group’s achievements.  On the SSSI area, 

MHHL has entered into a High Level Stewardship scheme with Natural England which will lead 

to changes to improve the area for nature conservation. 

 

10. ANY OTHER MATTERS WHICH PARISHIONERS WISH TO RAISE: None 

 

The meeting closed at 9.06pm. 

                  

 

 

                                                                ____________________ 

                                                                             Chairman,    April 2012 


