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PARISH OF MARTLESHAM 

 MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD 24 APRIL 2013  

 

IN THE CHAIR: Mr C G Moore (Chairman, Martlesham Parish Council). 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs S Robertson (Clerk), Mrs L Evans (Deputy Clerk). 

 

PRESENT: Mr C Moore, Mrs S Nichol, Mr J Kelso, Miss J I L Bear, Mr S Denton,  

Mr J Geary, Mr R Staines, Mrs V Irwin, Mr M Irwin, Mr M McGeorge, Mr I O’Brien 

Baker, Mr S Harris, Mrs A Thomason, Mr J Forbes, Mr P Wilkinson, Mrs S Moore, 

PCSO Justin Moss, PC Rachel Cable, Mr T Mahoney, Mr W Welch,  

Mrs M Kersey, Mr N Kersey, Mrs M Burrows, Miss S Burrows, Mr L Burrows,  

Mr L Brome, Cllr P O’Brien 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Revd. T Shuler, Mr C Blundell, Mr R Osborne 

 

Mr Moore welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He introduced Tom McGarry 

(Sizewell C Communications Manager for EDF Energy) who had come to give 

a presentation on: - 

 

“Update on Sizewell C” 

Presentation by Tom McGarry  

Sizewell C Communications Manager for EDF Energy 

 

Mr McGarry gave a detailed powerpoint presentation (an electronic copy of 

which can be obtained from the Clerk).  He advised that there will be a 

lengthy period of consultation on Sizewell C and the consultation area has 

been extended to include Felixstowe and beyond.  Detailed investigations 

need to take place in deciding whether Sizewell C is the correct site for 

another nuclear power station.  Issues covered in the presentation included 

employment, construction development, environment & landscape, 

accommodation and transport, lorry management, road improvements, and 

next steps. 

 

A lively question & answer session took place.  Issues included: 

 Whether a lorry park at the Seven Hills roundabout would alleviate the 

stack problem.  Suffolk County Council does not support one at this site.  

Mr McGarry replied that anecdotally an Orwell Lorry Park is preferred. 

 Would there be employment opportunities for local young people, 

such as through apprenticeships? The response was that there is a 

model programme at Hinckley Point called “Inspire” which is looking at 

working with primary schools but work would also be done with 

colleges and schools, targeting science fairs.    

 Gaining knowledge from other European consultations on nuclear 

processes.   

 History-related matters such as the erosion of the coastline.   
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Mr McGarry agreed that this was a valid point.  Ultimately EDF will have 

to convince an objective Planning Inspector that the site is the correct 

one and millions of pounds will be spent on continuing investigations. 

 

2. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD 18 APRIL 2012: 

The minutes were approved and signed.  Agreed. 

 

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF 18 APRIL 2012: None 

 

4. POLICE REPORT 

PCSO Justin Moss’ written Police report for Martlesham Annual Parish Meeting 

was circulated and noted (attached to these minutes).  He introduced PC 

Rachel Cable who has taken over from PC Richard Wright.  He referred to his 

report noting that this year has seen a reduction in crime compared to the 

same time last year.  He noted that theft had the highest number of recorded 

crimes and highlighted the importance of personal security.  Mr Kelso asked if 

the Police would be attending schools to talk to pupils about the dangers of 

fires etc.  PCSO Moss will ensure this matter is put on an agenda.  Mr Burrows 

reported that traffic offences such as speeding and drink driving needs more 

enforcement locally.  PCSO Moss said that most roads have problems with 

speeding etc.  Cllr O’Brien asked how many crimes are detected but not 

included in the report.  PCSO Moss reported that detection reports are not 

always given out, however, in general there’s normally a 30% detection rate 

across the county. 

 

5. REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS: 

County Councillor Patricia O’Brien’s written report (Martlesham Ward) was 

circulated and noted (attached to these minutes).  

Cllr O’Brien referred to her report and noted the following comments from 

councillors; Mr Denton voiced his concerns regarding SCC’s call centre.  He 

asked if measures are in place on its effectiveness as 50% of the time he does 

not hear back and feels that the quality of service needs monitoring.  Mr 

Staines asked if SCC will improve pedestrian access now that Martlesham has 

two new popular stores.  Cllr O’Brien said that funding for pedestrian crossings 

is the main sticking point and gave the example of the cost for 2 different 

types of pedestrian crossings from Sainsbury’s to John Lewis, one at £25k and 

the other £40k. 

 

Noted that no report was received from Cllr C Page. 

 

District Councillor John Kelso’s written report (Martlesham Ward) was 

circulated and noted (attached to these minutes).  

 

District Councillor Chris Blundell’s written report was circulated and noted 

(attached to these minutes). 
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A joint written report from Cllrs Sally Ogden, Mary Neale, & Geoff Lynch 

(District Councillors for Martlesham West) was circulated and noted 

(attached to these minutes). 

 

6. REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL: 

Mr Moore thanked everyone for attending and reported that this is the third 

year he has been privileged to serve the Parish as Chairman of its council.   

Duncan Sweeting stood down this year and we welcome 2 new councillors, 

Sue Nichol & Anna Thomason. Duncan provided excellent service to the 

parish through his various roles and served as the Recreation & Amenities 

Chairman for many years.   

Mr Moore went on to cover the PC’s achievements and the business covered 

this year.  The main focus this year, as last year has been the Local 

Development Framework (LDF) Core Strategy.  It is now reaching the end of 

the independent inspector process and the Parish continues to take an 

active role in attempting to influence both the content and intention.  We still 

have major concerns, however, we anticipate that it will receive clearance 

and the BT outline planning application will quickly follow.  The delays of the 

LDF process has allowed Bloor Homes the opportunity to make a telling case 

for approval of development on Pipe’s Field and Persimmon Homes are 

seeking to develop Longstrops (land adjacent to Foxhall Road), which 

although not within the parish will have an impact on local infrastructure, if 

approved. 

The planning blight and general confusion underlines further the need for the 

parish to produce a Neighbourhood Plan.  Early indications show that a good 

number of supporters from the parish together with a number of volunteers 

will engage in the process of producing the plan.  This will undoubtedly prove 

the major piece of work for the next year, quite apart from the input which 

the BT planning application will require. 

A particularly pleasing piece of work has been the opening of the Diamond 

Jubilee Bike Trails in September 2012.  This involved young parishioners 

(together with those from Kesgrave, as this was a joint venture) designing and 

putting a lot of work into building the trails.  Mr Moore thanked not only the 

young people themselves, but also funding support from Kesgrave Town 

Council, the Police and Cllr O’Brien, and the organisational support from both 

local residents and councillors.  If ever there was a challenging project in 

health & safety terms, this was it.  However, we received good advice and 

the initial inspection by ROSPA was a clear success.  Weekly inspections are 

carried out and it is worth commenting that insurance and health & safety 

requirements continue to test our playspace inspection programme and a 

review of the whole subject is being dealt with by our Recreation & Amenities 

committee. 

This has been another year of much activity which is recorded in a multiplicity 

of documents such as meeting minutes, reports and policy revisions.   

Mr Welch continues to do an excellent job administering and servicing our 

website. As he said last year, for sheer determination to meet the needs of 

the council and parishioners there can be no better example than the Office 
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staff, Susan, Lucy & Linda.  They have managed the business of the council, 

the financial responsibilities, change demanded by new legislation, 

procedures and planning.  They are a first class team which we owe a 

particular vote of thanks. 

Mr Moore thanked our County and District Councillors for their support and 

input, also our local police Safer Neighbourhood Team.  Particular thanks 

goes to PCSO Justin Moss who continues to provide terrific support for the 

young people and has put a lot of effort into the successful delivery of the 

Diamond Jubilee Bike Trails. 

Finally, thanks were conveyed to all the Parish Councillors and in particular 

the committee chairmen.  It has been a busy year and no doubt next year 

will be equally as challenging. 

Mr Moore confirmed that he is standing down and that Lucy Evans (Deputy 

Clerk) will be leaving us next month.  He will leave his personal comments until 

the end of the meeting. 

 

7. PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS 2012/2013: 

The Clerk reported that the pie charts simply show the Council’s income & 

expenditure for the financial year ending 31.03.13 without adjustments for 

creditors and debtors.  Income has exceeded expenditure this year because 

the Council took the decision to rebuild the general reserves which had been 

reduced in order to keep the precept lower.  The Council was mindful that, 

under the new Localism Bill, it may feel it necessary to take on more 

responsibilities with regard to planning and amenities for the benefit of the 

parish. 

This is a draft and there is always an opportunity to view the accounts when 

they are finalised and prepared for audit.   

 

8. REPORT FROM CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES: 

Written reports are attached to these minutes.  

1. Development Plans:  

Mr Brome referred to his report and added that 32 of the 57 people who 

offered to help in the process of producing a Neighbourhood Plan turned up 

to the various meetings organised.  This is very encouraging and makes for an 

excellent starting point. 
 

2. Finance & General Purposes:  

Mr Irwin referred to his report and had nothing further to add. 

 

3. Recreation & Amenities:  

Mr Welch referred to his report.  Thanks were conveyed to Cllr P O’Brien for 

funding projects from her Locality Budget. 

 

9. ANY REPORTS FROM THOSE PRESENT REPRESENTING PARISH 

    TRUSTS/PARISH ORGANISATIONS: 

Reports and accounts had been received and were on display from the 

following organisations: 
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 Church of St Mary the Virgin, Martlesham Annual Report and Parochial 

Church Accounts for year ending 31.12.12 

 

 Martlesham Community Council Chairman’s Report 2012-2013 and draft 

accounts for year ending 31.03.13 

 

 Martlesham Community Hall Management Committee Chairman’s Report 

 

 Martlesham Heath Householders Ltd. Annual Report 2011/2012 and 

Summarised Accounts for year ending 30.06.13  

 

 Martlesham Heath Pavilion Management Committee Chairman’s Report 

2012 and Financial Report for year ending  31.08.12 

 

 Martlesham In Bloom Annual Report and Accounts Year ending 31.03.13 

 

 Martlesham Village Hall Annual Report  

 

 Disability Advice Service (DAS) Annual Report 2012/13 and Accounts for 

2012/13 

 

 Greenways Countryside Project Report 

 

 Martlesham Conservation Group Annual Report 2013 and Accounts for 

year ending 31.08.12 

 

 Allotments Project Team 

Mr Denton reported that the Allotments Project Team agreed to try and find 

suitable land for allotments.  Last year they thought they had found some 

land but were unable to proceed as it contained rare lichen.  During the 

course of the year discussions have taken place with various landowners, 

however, nothing has materialised.  An advertisement for land was placed in 

the Martlesham Monthly but no responses have been received.  Landowners 

are holding on to land for possible development.  BT land is probably going to 

be the best option available and they hope to hold discussions in the next 

few months.  MALGA  plans to widen its approach to landowners and get 

involved with the Neighbourhood Planning process. 

 

10. ANY OTHER MATTERS WHICH PARISHIONERS WISH TO RAISE:  

Mr Moore reported that he is standing down and this is his last meeting as he 

will be moving to Kent.  He also marked the fact that Lucy Evans is leaving 

and gave her his personal thanks.  Her successor has been appointed from a 

high calibre of applicants.  He conveyed his thanks to Susan and Linda for 

their dedication to the work of the Parish Council.  He thanked his fellow 

councillors and the support he received from Wally Welch, without which he 
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would have found it difficult.  Thanks also go to the following: - Town and 

Parish Councillors, District and County Councillors, especially Cllr Patricia 

O’Brien for her terrific support in Martlesham; Veronica Read from Kesgrave 

TC who helped with the 12PT and Youth Forum and Shona Bendix, CEO of 

SALC where he would have been more involved if he were staying. 

 

Mr Irwin thanked Mr Moore for his Chairmanship and will be sorry to see him 

go. He noted his achievements, especially Bike Trails and Graffiti projects 

which have proved very successful for the young people. 

Mr Moore was presented with a certificate and a gift, and flowers were 

presented to his wife. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.15pm. 

                  

 

 

                                                                ______________________ 

                                                                             Chairman, 30 April 2014 


