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Martlesham Parish Council Chairman’s Report 2012–2013 
 
Achievements and business conducted on behalf of the Parish residents 

 We held 10 full parish council, 6 Development Plans (DPC), 6 Recreation & Amenities (R&AC) and 3 
Finance & General Purposes (F&GPC) committee meetings in the year together with the annual parish and 
training meetings.  

 New councillors, Sue Nichol and Anna Thomason, were co-opted during the year. 

 We were very sorry to see the departure of Duncan Sweeting after 12 years’ service to the Parish Council (7 
years as the R&AC Chairman) and pleased to note his continuing service with the Portal Woodlands 
Conservation Group.  (In April 2013 we also reluctantly accepted the resignation of Mr Moore, the author of 
this report, who had achieved much in the last 3 years as Council Chairman.) 

 We were pleased to open the Diamond Jubilee bike trails. They have been well utilised and continue to 
attract riders and young people who keep the jumps in good order and behave responsibly. Despite initial 
reservations this facility has proved a success.  

 A long standing drainage problem at the Martlesham Community Hall Centre has been resolved by the 
installation of new soakaways and the adjacent footpaths were also resurfaced. 

 The Council has continued representations in respect of Suffolk Coastal District Council’s Local 
Development Framework, now at its final consultation stage. Councillors attended and participated in the 
public hearings held by the independent inspector. Representations were also made in relation to a number 
of other planning applications with mixed success. 

 We considered 74 planning applications (12% greater than last year) which included Bloor Homes and, 
despite strong objections, was granted planning permission by SCDC. We entered into discussion with Bloor 
Homes regarding open space maintenance. 

 We continue to monitor, commission repairs and inspect play space equipment. Increasing stringency in 
insurance and health and safety requirements has prompted a detailed review of our inspection programme. 

 We progressed a number of parish issues with Suffolk County Council Highways Department: gritting of the 
A12 footbridge, provision of grit bins, Eagle Way crossing/cycle route near Valiant Road, Manor Road/Eagle 
Way crossing. 

 On-going work with the Martlesham Allotments & Leisure Gardeners Association to establish local allotments 
has continued.  

 The precept was held for 2012/13 and is increased by just over 3% for 2013/14 (equivalent to just a £2 
increase for a band D property for the year. 

 We have continued liaison with Bretts and maintaining a watching brief on quarrying at the BT Adastral site 
which proceeds without adverse impact. 

 Attendance at the quarterly Village Help Desk has continued. 

 A major piece of work in considering the benefits of establishing a neighbourhood plan for the parish has 
commenced. Councillors agreed to call a public meeting which was well supported. As a consequence the 
parish council is now consulting with the community and supporting the development of a formal 
neighbourhood plan. 

 On-going work - Portal Woodlands, management of the Common, volunteer working days, footpaths.  

 Continued liaison - the Police through 12 Parishes Together (12PT), Viridor waste management. 

 Continued implementation of communications and IT policy for the PC and further development of the Parish 
Web Site http://martlesham.onesuffolk.net. 

 The same resource levels for the Clerk and her team were maintained despite an ever increasing workload 
particularly with major planning applications and wider consultations including East Anglia ONE Offshore 
wind farm, Sizewell C and the commencement of a Boundary Commission Electoral Review. At the end of 
May 2013 we say goodbye & express gratitude to our Deputy Clerk for her hard work over nearly 7 years 
and welcome a new Deputy in June 2013. 

Aspirations 

 Engage with the community to produce a future vision of the parish which will guide planning decisions to 
maximise benefits and minimise damage from future developments. 

 Work with young people and other interested parties to develop a funded programme to meet current and 
anticipated needs for play and leisure facilities. 

 Complete play equipment provision at the Centenary Play Space. 

 Refine the Play Space inspection plan to meet latest guidelines. 

 Complete a review of trees for which the Council is responsible and implement an on-going maintenance 
and inspection plan. 

Contacting the current Council (June 2013) 

Councillors:  Jackie Bear, Chris Blundell, Laurence Burrows, Leo Brome, Mark Davey, Stephen Denton,  
John Forbes, Mike Irwin (Chairman), John Kelso, Sue Nichol, Ian O’Brien Baker, Richard Staines, Anna Thomason, 
Wally Welch (Vice-Chairman).  
Council staff (part-time): Susan Robertson (Clerk), Diane Linsley (Deputy Clerk), Linda Woodhouse (Administrative 
Assistant) 
All the councillors can be contacted via the Parish Council office as follows: 
Post: Martlesham Parish Council, Parish Room, Felixstowe Road, Martlesham, Woodbridge IP12 4PB  
Telephone: 01473 612632                    E-mail: clerk@martleshamcouncil.org.uk 

http://martlesham.onesuffolk.net/
mailto:clerk@martleshamcouncil.org.uk
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Parish Council Accounts 2012/13 
Bank interest, recycling credits and other income were relatively low amounts and therefore appear as negligible in 
the chart below.  Income from Suffolk Coastal District Council for recycling credits has in fact now ceased. Income 
has exceeded expenditure this year because the Council took the decision to rebuild the general reserves, which had 
been reduced in order to keep the precept lower. The Council was mindful that, under the new Localism Bill, it may 
feel it necessary to take on more responsibilities with regard to planning and amenities for the benefit of the parish.  
In the future it is possible that a referendum may be required to increase the precept by any significant amount, and 
this could be a costly process.  The Council therefore felt it wise to maintain the precept level as it had been for 3 
consecutive years even though the 2012/13 budget was set slightly lower than 2011/12.  

 

 

 
 

 
 
Grants made during the year 
Disability Advice Service (East Suffolk) £100; Greenways Countryside Project £700; Martlesham Conservation Group 

£252; Martlesham in Bloom £270; Beacon Hill Pool £100.  Total of £1,422. 


