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PARISH OF MARTLESHAM 

 MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD 22 APRIL 2015  

 

PRESENT: Mr M Irwin, Miss J I L Bear, Mr C Blundell, Mr L Brome, Mr L W Burrows, Mr J R G Forbes, 

Mr J Kelso, Mrs P Lisseman, Mr M I O’Brien Baker, Mr W J Welch, Mrs M Burrows, Mrs Irwin, Mrs 

Forbes, Margaret Kersey, Kay Brown, Philip Smith, Sonya Burrows, Diane Hunt, Jenny Morcom, 

Louise Potter, Sarah Holmes, Emma Ruddy, Mr Ruddy, George Gould, Mary Drake. Cllr O Brien 

joined the meeting during item 6. 

 

IN THE CHAIR: Mr M Irwin (Chairman, Martlesham Parish Council). 

 

26 people attended the meeting. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs S Robertson (Clerk), Mrs D Linsley (Deputy Clerk). 

 

Mr Irwin notified the meeting of the recent deaths of Bryan Sampson, a former councillor and 

DPC Chairman, Katie Webb a young active member of the PWCG and Matthew Percy a 

new councillor who had recently been re-elected to the parish council. There was a 

moment’s silence. 

 

1. Apologies for absence: Stephen Denton, Richard Staines, Howard Woldsmith, PCSOs Justin 

Moss & Sally Thomas, Stephen Corley and Duncan Sweeting (PWCG), James Baker 

(Greenways Project). 

1.1 Mr Irwin, Chairman, introduced himself and welcomed all those present to the meeting.  

 

2. Minutes of the annual parish meeting held 30 April 2014: 

2.1 The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.  

 

3. Any matters arising from the Minutes:  

3.1 There were no matters arising. 

 

4. Introductions and 5. Presentation of Grant Cheques 

The following were presented with grant cheques by The Chairman of the Parish Council. 

Each recipient spoke briefly about their organisation and how their grant would be spent. 

Group photographs were taken of those who had received grant cheques.  

 

a) Diane Hunt, President of Suffolk Red Cross thanked the parish council for its extremely kind 

grant. The Red Cross have members in 188 countries and 9 million members. In Suffolk their 

humanitarian work includes providing mobility aids and providing support, for the first 3 

months, to those having just left hospital. Red Cross volunteers also support the A&E 

department at Ipswich hospital, refugees, the coroner’s service and provides first aid training. 

 

b) Jenny Morcom, fundraiser for Disability Advice Service (DAS) – East Suffolk thanked 

Martlesham Parish Council (MPC) for its generous donation. DAS provide free, independent 

advice to disabled people and carers living in the Suffolk Coastal area. Disabled people are 

more likely to be unemployed and families with a disabled member are often living in 

poverty. DAS helps those eligible to claim for welfare benefits as many billions of benefits go 

unclaimed. The group is based in the square on Martlesham Heath and are open from 10am 

– 3pm, Monday to Thursday and offer telephone advice, drop-ins, appointments and home 

visits.  

 

c) Louise Potter and Sarah Holmes, Home Start East Ipswich and Coastal, thanked the PC for 

its grant and informed the meeting that the group had helped 142 families in the last year 

and had trained a further 11 volunteers resulting in the group having 80 trained home visitor 

volunteers. Fundraising events have included ‘pig’ racing and an Easter egg hunt. The grant 

will go to training new volunteers and helping local families. 
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d) Emma Ruddy, Secretary for Kesgrave Library Community Group, had hoped to say a few 

words with Matthew Percy who had been the co-chairman of the group. The grant given will 

help develop the children’s area at the library which is going from strength to strength. The 

aim is to encourage children to engage with books at an early age. Over 190 children took 

part in the summer reading challenge last year. Outreach work is planned for later this year. 

 

e) George Gould, Treasurer of Martlesham Bowls Club, thanked MPC for the grant to help 

pay for new windows for the club house. The group is self-sufficient and takes part in 3 bowls 

leagues. It has 6 open Wednesdays each year for potential new members to attend. The 

club was established in 1928. The bowls year runs from April to September.  

 

f) Phil Smith informed the meeting that Martlesham Conservation Group was established in 

1984 and aims to conserve the flora and fauna of Martlesham for the benefit of people and 

wildlife. The group undertakes work parties and wildlife surveys. It meets regularly on the 2nd 

Sunday of the month. The focus of their work is Martlesham Heath SSSI a rare, nationally 

important site. The group monitors Silver Studded Blue butterfly populations and continues to 

undertake bird and reptile surveys. During the last year the group has helped MHHL improve 

footpaths in the SSSI and helped with the design of an interpretation panel which was 

officially ‘opened’ in July 2014. The grant will pay for the group’s insurance. MPC was 

thanked for its continued support. 

 

g) Laurence Burrows, Martlesham in Bloom, thanked the PC for its donation which would pay 

for the group’s insurance. The group has hanging baskets in the Square and has planted 

many bulbs over the years. Last year with free saplings from The Woodland Trust and with 

help from Martlesham scouts the group planted a hedge at the Recreation Ground. Their 

AGM is on 29th April 2015. 

 

h) James Baker, The Greenways Project, was unable to attend the meeting. Mr Irwin reported 

that the management plan for The Common for 2015 -2020 produced by the Greenways 

Project was important due to the pressure on the site from new housing close by. Information 

on the Project’s work was displayed in the parish room. 

 

6. Report on Parish Council activities and finances  

6.1 The Chairman thanked the councillors and staff for all their hard work over the past year. 

The councillors are volunteers, receiving no remuneration or compensation. The council 

achieve work through working parties and committees. The packs provided at the meeting 

included the Chairman’s report which gave a broad picture of the work carried out by MPC. 

He highlighted the Council’s work with Gorseland School which had been very successful. 

There had been 10 PC meetings and a training event. More time had been spent on dealing 

with planning issues than in previous years. A recent Post Office survey had ranked the 

Martlesham area the 2nd best place to live in the country. 

 

6.2 Mr Welch, Chairman of the Recreation and Amenities Committee outlined the 

responsibilities of the committee which include The Common, The Recreation Ground, 

Felixstowe Picnic Site, litter and dog bins, some bus shelters and play equipment. A large 

piece of work had been reviewing the specification of the land maintenance contract and 

awarding the new contract. The Deputy Clerk was thanked for her work with the committee. 

 

6.3 Mr Brome, Chairman of the Development Plans Committee explained the work of the 

committee by using the word PLAN. The ‘P’ was for the ‘plans’ that the PC received from the 

district council to comment on. These plans ranged from small house extensions to the much 

larger Adastral development. The ‘l’ was for ‘look’ and looking at the plans and looking on 

site. He thanked Mr Forbes and Mr Kelso for their work on deciphering plans and when 

necessary making site visits. ‘A’ was for ‘alignment’ and aligning the PC’s comments with the 

relevant planning policies of which there were 3 main ones; The National Policy Framework, 

The Local Plan and SHLAA. The ‘N’ was for ‘notify’ and notifying the district council of PC 
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comments and attending district council planning meetings. 

Mr Brome thanked the committee members for their work over the past year.  

Non-controversial planning applications are dealt with by the Clerk through authority 

delegated to her by the Council. The Clerk and the Admin Officer were thanked for their 

work with the Committee. 

 

Cllr Patricia O’Brien joined the meeting. 

 

6.4 Mr Burrows, Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes  Committee, explained the 

work of the committee which acted to ‘oil the wheels’ of the council making sure that 

operations are undertaken fairly, transparently, safely and with best value in mind. The 

committee works on the budget including the Council’s grants and staffing matters. The new  

Local Council Award Scheme which replaces the Quality Parish Status Scheme will be 

considered by the new Council in May. 

Mr Burrows thanked the staff for supporting the work of this committee. 

 

6.5 Mrs Lisseman, Secretary to the Neighbourhood Plan (NP), reported that the NP had been 

a long and slow process so far. A significant problem had been securing agreement on the 

boundary of the NP. The first application to the DC had been rejected because the plan 

included the BT site with its proposal to build 2000 homes. A second application has been 

submitted. A northern section of Martlesham is to be part of Woodbridge Town Council’s NP. 

Agreement on the boundary is still to be confirmed. Work has continued on the plan. 

Volunteers helped distribute 2 ½ thousand surveys to Martlesham parish householders. The 

response was very good and 901 surveys were processed. Mr Blundell had undertaken a 

survey of local businesses. A workshop to be held in the near future will identify the issues that 

will make up the NP and also those issues relevant to the PC. A chairman for the group is 

needed. 

 

6.6 PWCG and the Recreation Ground and Kronji’s Piece Working Group.  

Notes from the PWCG were displayed in the meeting room as was the work plan for the 

Recreation Ground and Kronji’s Piece Working Group. 

 

6.7 Cllr Patricia O’Brien read her report (displayed at the meeting and attached to these 

minutes) to the meeting. 

 

6.7 The following reports were on display (and attached to these minutes): 

Parish Council Reports: 

 Chairman’s Annual Report & Parish Council Accounts 2014-2015  

 Committee Chairmen Annual Reports: 

Development Plans, Finance & General Purposes, Recreation & Amenities 

 Management Plan for The Recreation Ground and Kronji’s Piece 

 Neighbourhood Plan Report 

Reports from District and County Councillors: 

 County Cllr Patricia O’Brien 

 District Cllr John Kelso 

Police Report by  

 PCSO Justin Moss 

Reports from other organisations: 

 Martlesham Community Council Chairman’s Report for 2014/15 and draft accounts 

for the year ending 31 March 2015 

 Martlesham Community Hall Management Committee Annual Report & Accounts  1 

February 2014 to 31 January 2015 

 Martlesham Heath Householders Ltd. Annual Report 2014 

 Martlesham Heath Pavilion Management Committee Chairman’s  Report 2014 and 

Financial Report for year ending 31.8.14 
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 Martlesham in Bloom Annual Report and Accounts for year ending 31.03.15 

 Martlesham Village Hall Annual Report and Accounts for year ending 31.03.14 

 The Greenways Project Report 2014/15 

 Church of St Mary the Virgin, Martlesham Annual Report 

 

7. Police report (attached to these minutes) 

7.1 The police were unable to attend the meeting. The Chairman highlighted the close and 

successful working relationship the PC has with its Community Police Officers.  

 

The Chairman thanked the District Councillors for their work over the past year. 

 

8. Any matter which parishioners wish to raise 

8.1 The Bowls Club representative asked about erecting a sign on Main Road to indicate the 

location of the Bowls Club. It was suggested that SCC Highways were responsible for such 

signs and should be approached with regards to erecting the sign. 

 

The Chairman concluded by thanking the staff and highlighting the parish councillor 

vacancies. The next work party is the annual litter pick on Saturday 9th May 2015. 

 

Mr Irwin was thanked for all his work as Chairman.  

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.39pm. 

                  

         M J Irwin 

                                                                    _______________________ 

                                                                                   Chairman, 20 April 2016 


