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Martlesham Repair and Climate Advice Hub, Refill shop.  

The next Repair and Climate Advice hub will be on Saturday 8th October, 10-12 as usual in St 

Michael’s church next to the green on Martlesham Heath. Come along with things to 

repair/mend and advice on all things climate change and how to reduce your carbon footprint 

that will also help bring down your energy bills. Free advice leaflets are available including 

no-cost or low-cost actions you can take along with a residents article including experience 

with his PV and battery installation. Also, bring empty bottles for household liquid refills 

from the Refill ECO shop in Woodbridge to reduce your ‘plastic footprint’. Note, that she no 

longer does the TerraCycle scheme for medical blister packs, toothbrushes etc. 

 

Email: martleshamrepairhub@gmail.com 

 

Heat Pumps - Update 

I have now accepted a quote from a local company to install an Air Source Heat Pump. The 

quotes were around the £14k mark that will mean around a £9k investment with the £5k 

government grant. Still significantly above a gas boiler install so a longer payback but much 

lower carbon footprint (I could claim zero as I am on a true 100% renewable electricity 

tariff). I also get rid of my header tanks by converting to a mains pressure hot water system so 

reducing the chance of leaking ball cocks etc! If you are worried about the potential 

disruption of up rating some radiators (4 in my case) to compensate for the lower flow 

temperature from a typical heat pump, I did get one quote of a similar price for a high 

temperature heat pump that would basically plug into existing radiators. The down side is 

they are less efficient but maybe this is the future for some residents? Some companies like 

Octopus Energy are aiming to drive the prices of heat pump installations down to at or below 

gas boiler prices. That seems achievable with a ‘simple’ install. Mine wasn’t as I have an 

existing solar hot water system that is keeping me off grid at the moment so it needs 

integrating. For that reason, Octopus Energy did the heat loss survey but decided not to quote. 

Another company actually suggested I get rid of it: one of the more ridiculous things I have 

heard!!  

Before you look at this, you need to ensure you have insulated your property as best you can 

or you may not get the £5k grant (essentially, if the EPC certificate indentifies work, you need 

to do this first). You may also need to update the EPC certificate if yours is out of date (mine 

is). 

If you want more detail on what companies quoted, the issues and which company I went 

with and why, please e-mail and I will give you my personal take on things (but obviously not 

a professional recommendation). If you are considering this, you must approach ‘MCS 

certified’ companies for peace of mind. There are cowboys out there! 

Hedgehogs! 

As a keen ‘garden re-wilder’, I have the great fortune to have a hedgehog visitor. They 

haven’t yet explored the hog house I built but my motion camera is patiently waiting to see if 

they do! To encourage hedgehogs, one easy thing you can do is cut a 13cm square hole 
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somewhere at the bottom of a fence/gate as hedgehogs like to roam over many gardens. I 

have cut a hole in my side gate with a notice above saying ‘Hedgehogs welcome’! Creating a 

hedgehog highway between gardens is a great way to help these creatures. If you are having 

new fencing, why not request a gravel board with a hole already made (they are available just 

search for ‘hedgehog friendly gravel boards’). All the wood and concrete ones I have seen 

around Martlesham are solid with no openings so no way for a hedgehog to roam. 

Dave Green, co-chair Martlesham Climate Action (a Parish Council working group) 

Website: www.martleshamclimateaction.onesuffolk.net 

E-mail: martleshamclimateaction@btinternet.com 

Twitter: @martleshamclim1 

http://www.martleshamclimateaction.onesuffolk.net/
mailto:martleshamclimateaction@btinternet.com

