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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE DEVELOPMENT PLANS COMMITTEE OF 
MARTLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 10 OCTOBER 2018  

  

Present: Mr C Blundell (Committee), Mr S Denton (Chairman), Mr J Forbes (Committee), Mr M Irwin(ex 

officio), Mr J Kelso (Committee), Mr E Thompson (Committee) and Mr M Calver.  

 

There were no members of the public. 

 

Mrs D Chappell (Council Officer). 

 

In attendance: Mrs S Robertson (Clerk) and Mrs D Linsley (Deputy Clerk). 

 

1. Apologies: Miss J Bear, Mr L Brome, Mr W Welch. 

 

2. Interests 

2.1 Disclosable Pecuniary Interest (DPI): None declared. 

 

2.2 Local non-Pecuniary Interest (LNPI): Mr Kelso – item 15.3 DC/17/5462/FUL 9 Carlford Close as Mr 

Kelso knows the applicant. Also, item 13. Planning Comments issued to SCDC between meetings if 

any discussions on DC/18/2845/AD arise. 

 

3. Actions from last Meeting   

Actions ongoing or on the agenda. 

 

4. PUBLIC FORUM: To allow members of the public to address business on the agenda; to note any 

issues raised by the public.    

There were no members of the public. 

 

5. Planning applications outside the scope of the delegated authority to the Clerk 

Amended plans are now on-line for the following two planning applications: 

5.1 DC/18/2774/ARM – Land south and east of Adastral Park, Martlesham Heath – Application for 

Reserved Matters Approval of: Site Entrance and Boulevard comprising the detail of the following 

elements: 

• The new junction with the A12 

• The entrance to the site, including the new entrance feature/acoustic bund along the A12 

boundary 

• The new boulevard from the site entrance to the junction with the Eastern Spine Road 

• The new Western Spine Road and new Junction with the Ipswich Road, incorporating measures 

required by condition 43 of DC/17/1435/OUT 

• The Landscaping to the entrance and zone along the boulevard/spine road 

• The new Drainage to the boulevard and spine road, including pumping station off the Ipswich 

Road, in the Valley Corridor 

• The new incoming utility supplies along the route of the boulevard and spine road 

In respect of Outline Planning Permission DC/17/1435/OUT (See CR1 & DP/30) 

 

The DPC’s previous comments still stand.  No response to be submitted. Agreed. 

 

5.2 DC/18/2775/ARM - Land south and east of Adastral Park, Martlesham Heath - Application for 

Reserved Matters Approval of: Green Infrastructure comprising the detail of the following elements: 

• Main Green Infrastructure – SANG 

• SANG Valley Corridor 

• SANG Links to Southern Boundary 

• Allotments and Community Orchards to area 5b 

In respect of Outline Planning Permission DC/17/1435/OUT (See CR1 & DP/30) 
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The DPC’s previous comments still stand.  No response to be submitted. Agreed. 

 

6. Pre-Planning Application Consultations 

6.1 Potential sale of the Martlesham Police Headquarters site for housing: 

6.1.1 Tree Preservation Orders for the Police HQ site   DP/31    

Mr Forbes reported that the veteran oak tree, which is referenced, is not included in the Veteran Tree 

Survey of the parish. 

Mr Forbes is to find out the location of the veteran tree and add it to the survey. Agreed. 

Mr Forbes noted that veteran trees are now to be afforded greater protection by a new government 

planning policy.   

 

6.1.2 Briefing session with the Police & Crime Commissioner on 09.10.18    

An update following the public consultation in the summer was received.  The Police Commissioner, 

Tim Passmore, informed those attending the briefing session that he had not yet contacted SCDC or 

Grainger plc since the last meeting in June.  

DECISION D2018/10a: To pay for a Land Registry search on the Police HQ to ascertain any covenants 

affecting the sale of the land. Carried. 

Funding to come from the DPC earmarked reserve. 

 

6.2 Development of land at Shawfields, plots 940 & 1106   DP/34  

DECISION D2018/10b: To include the following in a response to the proposed development of land at 

Shawfields plots 940 & 1106 that: 

• The Local Plan goes up to 2036 and is currently in draft consultation form. 

• The Neighbourhood Plan (which goes up to 2031) is now made and has been adopted.  It does not 

plan for housing growth - it was agreed with SCDC that the focus of planned growth in this area 

would be the Adastral Park site. 

• The Neighbourhood Plan may be reviewed in a few years’ time.  At that time the need to identify 

additional sites will depend on whether the district council’s land availability meets the then current 

government targets.  Land outside the present physical limits is likely to be given the lowest priority. 

Agreed. 

 

6.3 Grainger plc referred to MPC by SCDC re development of its land   

It was noted that the PC had not been approached by Grainger plc to date. 

 

7. Consultations/Infrastructure Projects 

7.1 Local Plan Review: Publication of Final Draft expected Winter 2018/19   - noted 

Cllr Blundell reported that there will be consultation on the ‘soundness’ of the Local Plan.  Cllr Blundell 

understood that the Local Plan will be ‘determined’ in spring 2019 and that it may coincide with the 

start of the new authority, East Suffolk Council, on 1st April 2019. 

 

8. Neighbourhood Planning (NP) 

8.1 Ongoing work on aspects of the NP and NP Plus after the referendum    

PC Chairmen to meet to discuss how to take forward – agreed 03.10.18 

The PC Chairmen are to meet on 18.10.18 at 9.15am to review the NP Plus. Mr Irwin hopes to 

circulate, in advance of the meeting, a paper to aid discussion. Agreed. 

   

8.2 Monitoring of the Made Neighbourhood Plan   CR2  

Consider how to implement Navigus’s recommendations  

How best to monitor the effectiveness of the NP was discussed. Understanding what the PC needs to 

know in order to measure the effectiveness of the NP is vital in developing a workable and 

worthwhile monitoring system.  Messrs Irwin and Denton and the Clerk to meet to discuss a 

monitoring system for the NP. Agreed.  

 

8.3 Adastral Park Travel Plan: any response from BT?   Consider response if received 
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No feedback from BT had been received. The Clerk to follow up. Agreed. 

 

9. Highway Matters 

9.1 Highways Register Priority 3: Speed Limits – Sandy Lane & Martlesham Hill (Top Street)   CR3   Note 

The Clerk to contact Woodbridge TC for an update. Agreed. 

 

9.2 HR Priority 4: Martlesham Park & Ride roundabout    Note: June DPC minutes – topic to stay on the 

agenda although cannot currently be progressed. 

 

9.3 Speeding – Main Road & Felixstowe Road   DP/32  

Does the DPC wish to get a Martlesham Community Speed Watch up and running?    

The Clerk to contact PCSO Starbutts regarding the use of the SID (Speed Indicator Device) 

purchased with funds from the 12PT group when it was disbanded. Agreed. 

Requests for volunteers to be part of a community watch group to be made in the monthly 

newsletters in the New Year. Agreed. 

 

10. Issues pertinent to the committee 

10.1 Meeting on 27.09.18 to discuss areas of common interest with Kesgrave Town Council 

Verbal report from Messrs Denton & Irwin    

The Chairman reported that 2 representatives from Kesgrave had attended the meeting. The PC 

shares Kesgrave TC’s views on the proposed sale of the Police HQ for housing. Kesgrave TC is 

concerned about its lack of recreational facilities and would like to see good pedestrian and cycle 

links to facilities at Brightwell Lakes. Kesgrave PC has a site for the 20 homes allocated to them in the 

Local Plan. It was noted that people were not concerned with or deterred by parish boundaries.  

Other topics discussed were bus services and air quality. Kesgrave TC did not support more housing 

unless the proper infrastructure was in place. 

Messrs Denton & Irwin concluded that it was a useful first meeting and recommended continuing 

discussions with Kesgrave TC.  

 

10.2 Meeting with Ben Chester, Suffolk Highways, on 29.08.18, re Travis Perkins application   

Verbal report from Mr Denton    

The Chairman reported that the site meeting with Ben Chester looked at access to the site. Three 

options were explored: 1. Hilton Road as shown on the plan 2. by the pumping station on Anson 

Road and 3. off Felixstowe Road opposite the footpath.  

Option 2 was dismissed as being too close to the junctions with the other roads. Mr Chester was 

supportive in principle of an entrance off Felixstowe Road if coupled with traffic calming measures 

and weight restrictions. 

Mr Denton sent his notes of the meeting to Naomi Goold, the Case Officer, at SCDC. 

The PC will have another opportunity to comment when modified plans are submitted. 

Designs more in keeping with a semi-rural site are needed at this site. 

Mr Forbes reported that the Corsican Pine on Hilton road was a veteran tree. This tree would have to 

be removed to accommodate an entrance on Hilton Road. 

  

10.3 Michael Howard Homes Development off Black Tiles Lane   CR4   Noted. 

 

10.4 Sports Hall at Birchwood School   CR5   Noted. 

The Clerk to contact Birchwood School for more information on their plans. Agreed. 

 

10.5 DPC Terms of Reference & update for website on planning procedures    

Note: ongoing as the DPC Chairman has not had time to progress. 

 

10.6 Budget Process 2019/20: Earmarked reserve for the DPC, e.g. for maps or land registry searches 

RECOMMENDATION D2018/10a: To recommend that £200 is earmarked in 2019/20 for the DPC. 

Agreed. 
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PLEASE NOTE THAT ITEMS 11 – 14 INCLUSIVE ARE FOR NOTING ONLY 

11. Brightwell Lakes (formerly called Adastral Park) Development 

11.1 Meeting of the Community Forum    Note that this is still to be arranged. 

 

12. Suffolk Coastal DC decisions   E-mailed – hard copy filed in the office together with the minutes 

Noted 

12.1 DC/18/3569/DRC – Land off Anson Road – pedestrian crossings   DP/33   Noted. 

 

13. Planning Comments issued to SCDC between meetings   CP – circulated at the meeting and filed 

in the office together with the minutes   Noted. 

Cllr Blundell urged the PC to strengthen its comments on lighting within developments. Lighting plans 

are often technical and difficult to interpret. The PC should alert the District Council to its concerns on 

lighting. Conditions imposed could ensure lights are directed downwards and energy saving 

dimmable lights specified. Ill thought out and inconsiderate lighting can cause light pollution, 

adversely affect wildlife, be inefficient and waste energy.  

 

14. SCDC Scheme of Delegation  

14.1 Table of Clerk’s referrals   CP – circulated at the meeting and filed in the office together with the 

minutes.   Noted. 

 

15. Appeals 

15.1 DC/17/3143/FUL & DC/18/1134/FUL 11 Birch Grove    Any update? 

There was no update. 

  

15.2 DC/17/4684/OUT Land adjacent to The Chestnuts    Any update? 

There was no update. 

  

15.3 DC/17/5462/FUL 9 Carlford Close   Any update? 

The Clerk reported that the second application for 9 Carlford Close which had gone to Appeal had 

been allowed by the Planning Inspector. 

  

16. Martlesham Newsletters   

16.1 Any items for November 2018    

The Clerk reported that she had included the Police HQ and Aldi in her submissions to the November 

newsletters. 

 

17. Any items for the next agenda    

None identified at this stage. 

 

 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.27pm. 

 

 

               M. J. Irwin  
       ________________________________ 

                           Chairman, 07 November 2018 


