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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION & AMENITIES COMMITTEE OF  

MARTLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 15th May 2019. 

 

Present: Mr L Burrows (ex officio), Ms J Drummond (Committee), Mr J Forbes (Committee), Mr M 

Irwin (ex officio), Mr I O’Brien Baker (Committee), Mr R Staines (Committee), Mr E Thompson 

(Committee). Mr M Williamson (non Committee). 

 

There were no members of the public. 

 

In attendance: Susan Robertson (Clerk), Diane Linsley (Deputy Clerk). 

  

1.To appoint a new Chairman or appoint a Chairman for this meeting only   

DECISION R2019/5a: To appoint Mr Irwin as the Chairman for the meeting only. Agreed. 

 

2. Apologies, welcome, R&A Committee members and working groups, thanks to previous 

Chairman   CR1  

The Chairman welcomed Mr Williamson, a new councillor, who attended the meeting as an 

observer. The Chairman also welcomed the members of the R&A Committee at the start of a new 

Council term of office.  

The Committee thanked the previous R&AC Chairman, Mr Welch, for his work on developing the 

Committee and noted that he would be a difficult act to follow. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest  

3.1 Disclosable Pecuniary Interest (DPI): None declared. 

 

3.2 Local non-Pecuniary Interest (LNPI): None declared. 

 

4. Actions from last Meeting 

Actions completed or on agenda.   

 

5. PUBLIC FORUM   

5.1 To allow members of the public to address business on the agenda   

Mr Burrows reminded the Committee of the need to improve accessibility around the periphery of 

Martlesham Common Local Nature Reserve (LNR). Improvements would entail widening and 

levelling some of the paths. 

 

5.2 Any issues raised by the public   

Improving accessibility around Martlesham Common is mentioned in the site’s Management Plan 

(Section: Recreation, Access and other Proposals). Improvements may result from the works 

relating to establishing the Trim Trail. 

 

Items for noting  
6. Sites 

6.1 Recreation Ground and Kronji’s Piece - Work Plan   CP sent via email. A hard copy is filed in the 

office together with the minutes.   Noted. 

 

6.2 Martlesham Common LNR - Work Plan   CP sent via email. A hard copy is filed in the office 

together with the minutes.   Noted. 

 

6.3 Martlesham Common LNR - surveying invertebrates   CR2   Noted. 

 

6.4 Martlesham Common LNR - Marking the boundary south of the Felixstowe Rd Picnic Site

Ongoing.  

Mr Forbes stressed the need to define the boundary between the Common and land owned by 

Travis Perkins as soon as possible to ensure that the trees nearby are protected. The Deputy Clerk 

reported that the ‘Instruction for the Topographical Survey’ had recently been signed by the Clerk 

and sent to the contractor.   Noted. 

 

6.5 Harry Higgins new gate/entrance   CR3   Noted. 
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6.6 Portal Woodlands Conservation Group (PWCG) - AGM minutes & Draft minutes of meeting held 

on 29.04.19    CPs sent via email.   Noted. 

 

6.7 PWCG - Events for May & June 2019   CR4   Noted. 

 

6.8 PWCG - Pill box lease    

The Clerk reported that she had contacted the landowner of the pill box and that a 

straightforward approach to redrafting the lease had been agreed to. The Clerk will need to 

engage either with the F&GPC or Full Council about the matter as progress is required before the 

next meeting of the R&AC in July.   Noted. 

 

6.9 PWCG request to spend £1,500 grant on the information board approved by the Clerk   Noted. 

 

6.10 PWCG - Any update?   There was nothing to report. 

 

7. Sports Fund Working Group 

7.1 Trim Trail – minutes of meeting held 26.04.19   CP filed in the office together with the minutes. 

 

8.  Rights of Way 

8.1 Coastal Path update   CR5   Noted. 

 

8.2 River Wall Group update   A verbal report by Mr Forbes 

Mr Forbes was delighted that Natural England is currently in favour of aligning the coast path along 

the Deben River. Mr Forbes understood that the proposed route did not bridge the breached river 

wall but went slightly inland. 

Mr Forbes reported that the steps to FP53 had been improved and the fence which blocked off 

the path had been removed. He was interested in knowing how much this work had cost SCC. 

Volunteers had not been allowed to undertake the work as they were not covered by SCC’s 

insurance. Mr Forbes reminded the Committee that under the Parish Paths Partnership scheme, set 

up 20 years ago, volunteers had been covered by the County Council’s insurance. The Chairman 

informed the Committee that he and the Deputy Clerk had attended the launch of SCC 

Highways’ new Community Self-Help scheme earlier in the day. Under the new scheme volunteers 

undertaking work on or affecting the highway would be covered by 3rd party insurance not injury 

to one’s self. Volunteers undertaking work for the PC are covered by the PC’s insurance. The River 

Wall Group is led by Mr T O’Brien. To enable the group’s volunteers to undertake repairs etc in the 

future the best way of insuring individuals needed to be addressed. 

 

9. Annual Litter pick  

9.1 Annual Litter Pick 06.04.2019   CR6   Noted. 

 

10. Mill Heath  

10.1 Request that the PC takes on some of Mill Heath’s maintenance costs   RA/6   Noted. 

The Clerk is awaiting a proposal. 

 

11. Amenities 

11.1 Continuation of Land Maintenance Services   RA/7   Noted. 

An acknowledgement of the work done for Martlesham Youth Football Club would be welcomed 

by the PC. 

 

12. Annual Review Programme  

12.1 Annual Review May 2019   CP filed in the office together with the minutes. 

Regarding tree inspections, the Deputy Clerk reported that the arboricultural contractor had been 

asked to check the Elms left standing along Main Road as they had not yet come into leaf and 

may have succumbed to Dutch Elm disease. 
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Items for consideration  

13. Playground inspections and risk assessments 

13.1 Combined report including Record of decisions made by the Clerk between meetings, as 

required by the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 CP filed in the office 

together with the minutes. 

DECISION R2019/5b: To ratify the May Playground inspections & Clerk’s decisions between 

meetings report. Agreed. 

  

13.2 Appointment of Playground inspectors   CR7    

DECISION R2019/5c: To appoint the following Playground inspectors 

Centenary Erik Crichton, Pat Lisseman, Wally Welch  

Harry Higgins Bea Francis, Wally Welch 

Jubilee Colin Moore  

Kronji’s Piece Ian O’Brien Baker 

Jubilee Bike Trails Colin Moore, Zita Kingsbury 

Agreed. 

 

14. Jubilee Playspace 

14.1 Martlesham Primary Academy lease – Jubilee Playspace Area   CR8 & CPs filed in the office 

together with the minutes.  

The Chairman summarised the situation to date. 

The questions posed by the Parish Council to the School had been addressed by the School. 

Agreed. 

Comments by the Academy Trust’s legal team on the draft lease had been passed to the PC 

without any remarks from the Head Teacher.  

The main issues arising from the Academy Trust’s legal team’s comments, highlighted by the Clerk 

and listed in CR8, were considered in turn. 

1. A meeting with the School to agree the amended sketch plan of the site will be required. 

Agreed.  

2. There was a discussion. 

DECISION R2019/5d: The Parish Council does not agree to a commercial arrangement with 

Martlesham Primary Academy over the lease of part of the Jubilee Playspace for a Forest 

School but is willing to continue with a non-commercial lease. Agreed. 

The School to be asked to confirm if they wish to have a commercial arrangement or not.  

If the renewal of the lease proceeds, access from the adjacent development to the 

Jubilee Playspace will need to be considered and referred to the DPC.  

3. The use of photographs taken at the start of the agreement to show the required condition 

of the site at the end of the Lease agreement would be sufficient. Agreed. 

4. The PC does not collect VAT. Rent, if demanded is £1. There are no other payments due 

under the Lease. Noted. 

5. To retain the following PC wording regarding alterations: “Not to make any alterations or 

additions to the Property without the written consent of the Landlord” Agreed. 

6. To retain the wording of item 4.7 of the draft Lease regarding the Landlord’s right to enter 

the Property as the School’s recommendation is unnecessary. The PC, except in an 

emergency, is happy to follow the School’s procedure regarding visitors. Agreed. 

7. We will keep the wording as in our term 4.10 or incorporate your wording which “includes 

all liabilities, expenses and costs incurred by the Landlord arising out of or in connection 

with the Tenant’s use and/or occupation of the Property (including any applications for the 

Landlord’s consent under the Lease) or any breach of the tenant covenants in the Lease”.  

Otherwise this is non-negotiable. Agreed. 

8. No further rights will be granted under this lease. Agreed. 

9. The School to provide the wording regarding the Charities Act which confirms that the 

School is an exempt charity.   

10. The School to be made aware that if the PC is required to employ a solicitor the costs will 

be passed on to the School. Agreed. 

The Committee to engage with the School over its decision not to enter into a commercial 

arrangement with the School (Option 2 of the background paper “The Landlord and Tenant Act 

1954: Implications for the Jubilee Playspace Lease”). Agreed. 
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Failure to agree could result in the School vacating the site or continuing at their cost. 

  

15. Centenary Playspace 

15.1 Request for inclusive item of play equipment   RA/8  

Mrs Lisseman to be asked if she knows of inclusive play equipment that would be suitable for the 

Centenary Playspace. Agreed.  

To submit an article to the monthly newsletters to find individuals willing to help with a project to 

install inclusive play equipment and gauge the demand. Agreed.   

To inform the Pavilion Management Committee of the need to consider inclusive play equipment 

when undertaking its planned refurbishment of the Harry Higgins Play Area. Agreed. 

 

16. Kronji’s Piece 

16.1 New safety surface   CR9 & CPs filed in the office together with the minutes. 

The Deputy Clerk reported that the quotes made available were not all comparable. Ecotumble, 

Playbond and Resin Bond Mulch were the same material derived from recycled rubber. 

Information on the longevity of each of the surfaces was needed. 

Mr O’Brien Baker favoured the properties of Wet Pour and recommended that the existing tiles 

were removed before a new surface was laid. 

DECISION R2019/5e: To accept Option 2 of Quote 1: Wet Pour Surfacing - £15,563.19 to replace the 

damaged safety surfacing at Kronji’s Piece Play Area subject to further information regarding 

Option 2 of Quote 3 to ensure a proper comparison between quotes is made. The final decision to 

be delegated to the Clerk after further details have been received. Expenditure for the new safety 

surface to be taken from EMR Development of Play Areas, code 9011. Agreed.  

To remove the existing tiles before laying a new safety surface. Agreed. 

To lay black/grey coloured Wet Pour to avoid clothes being stained and because coloured 

surfaces are prone to fade over time. Agreed. 

 

17. Diamond Jubilee Bike Trails 

17.1 Topping up soil heap   CR10    

DECISION R2019/5f: To accept the quote to top up the soil heap at the Diamond Jubilee Bike Trails 

of £475 + VAT taking funds from budget heading 4200 Land Maintenance Contracts. Agreed. 

 

There was a short break for refreshments. 

 

18. Sports Fund Working Group 

18.1 Trim trail: footpath upgrades   CR11  

DECISION R2019/5g: To give the contract to upgrade the surfaces of the Trim Trail paths within 

Martlesham Common LNR to the Greenways Project without the need for 3 quotes bearing in mind 

that the Greenways Project are familiar with the site, produced & oversee the Common 

Management Plan and are sensitive to the natural environment (PC’s Financial Regulations 

11.1aii). Agreed.  

East Suffolk Council do not require 3 quotes for work which is below £10K. Noted. 

 

19. Amenities 

19.1 Grit Bin on Green Lane   CR12   Consider any issues arising from new application procedure? 

No issues had arisen. 

 

19.2 Notice board on Mill Heath   CR13    

The Deputy Clerk circulated a map showing the location of the new notice board agreed by the 

Atlantis Site Manager close to the entrance to the play area on Mill Heath. 

DECISION R2019/5h: To agree the cost of a notice board for Mill Heath and its installation of £713.28 

+ VAT and that this expenditure is taken from budget heading 4250 Street Furniture. Agreed. 

 

20. Annual Litter pick 

20.1 Date for Annual Litter Pick 2020    

DECISION R2019/5i: To agree that Saturday April 4th between 10am – 12noon is the date and time 

of the Annual Litter Pick for 2020. Agreed. 
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21. Community Orchard Project 

21.1 Terms of Reference   CP filed in the office together with the minutes. 

Mr Forbes reminded the Committee that a linear community orchard at the Recreation Ground 

along the fence line following the river had been suggested but was rejected in favour of a native 

species hedge which has been neglected and several of the plants have died. Mr Forbes 

highlighted that the site for the proposed orchard was dry land and suggested that fruit trees, if 

planted along the periphery, would leave a central space that could be used for another 

community activity. He advised that great care was needed in selecting the most appropriate 

species e.g. to ensure pollination and that it was vital that once planted the aftercare was carried 

out. The Chairman pointed out that item 2 of the Terms of Reference addressed the need to 

establish permanent aftercare arrangements. Mr O’Brien Baker added that Transition Woodbridge 

had planted groups of 3 (+) fruit trees and that each group had been assigned volunteers to water 

them. This system had worked well.  

DECISION R2019/5j: To agree the Terms of Reference for the Community Orchard Working Group. 

Agreed. 

 

21.2 Establishing support and way forward   CR14    

The Chairman reported that he had started work on setting up the first meeting of the Community 

Orchard Working Group which would take place at the Control Tower close to the old football 

field enabling a site visit to take place during the meeting. Mr Burrows offered to measure the site. 

Areas within community orchards are commonly created for leisure and/or educational uses. 

To establish support and a way forward for a Community Orchard as described in CR14 was 

agreed. Agreed. 

 

22. Area 25 Skate Park 

22.1 Help with finding a new site   

Identify a suitable location? Note that Area 25 Skate Park has now closed. 

Mr O’Brien Baker reported that there are currently no available buildings in Martlesham. 

 

23. Finance 

23.1 Pending expenditure   CP circulated at the meeting and filed in the office together with the 

minutes. 

DECISION R2019/5k: To pay all pending expenditure transactions (attached to these minutes). 

Agreed.  

The pending expenditure transaction report was signed by the Chairman and the Clerk. 

 

24. Neighbourhood Plan Plus  

24.1 Any update? 

There was no update. 

 

25. Items for Friends of the Common webpage 

25.1 List items: include results of invertebrate survey, Annual Litter Pick, Trim Trail. 

 

26. Newsletter items for July 2019 

26.1 Suggestions for inclusion   

Inclusive play equipment, Lease, if appropriate. 

 

27. Items for consideration at the next R&AC meeting 

27.1 List items: Planning for working with volunteers, Management Plan for the Recreation Ground 

& Kronji’s Piece, Review financial support of Martlesham Youth Football Club.   

 

 

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.29pm 
      M.J. Irwin 

_____________________________            

Chairman, 05 June 2019  


