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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION & AMENITIES COMMITTEE OF  

MARTLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 15th JANUARY 2020. 

Present: Mr L Burrows (ex officio), Mrs H Davey (Committee), Ms J Drummond (Committee), Mr I 

O’Brien Baker (Chairman), Mr C Prime (Committee), Mr R Staines (Committee), Mr E Thompson 

(Committee), Mr M Williamson (Committee). 

 

There were no members of the public. 

 

In attendance: Susan Robertson (Clerk), Diane Linsley (Deputy Clerk). 

  

1. Apologies: Mr M Irwin (ex officio), Mr J Forbes. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest  

2.1 Disclosable Pecuniary Interest (DPI): None declared.  

 

2.2 Local non-Pecuniary Interest (LNPI): None declared. 

 

3. Actions from last Meeting 

Actions completed or on agenda.   

 

4. PUBLIC FORUM   

4.1 To allow members of the public to address business on the agenda   

There were no members of the public. 

 

4.2 Any issues raised by the public 

None. 

 

Items for consideration  

5. Playground inspections and risk assessments 

5.1 Combined report including Record of decisions made by the Clerk between meetings, as 

required by the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 CP sent via email, a 

hard copy is filed in the office together with these minutes. 

DECISION R2020/1a: To ratify the January Playground inspections & Clerk’s decisions between 

meetings report. Agreed. 

  

5.2 Annual inspection report   CR1   

A recent playground inspection report for the Harry Higgins suggested that because the worn 

areas on the rope ladder had been successfully covered over by the land maintenance 

contractor with a glue like coating preventing the metal rope from fraying no further action was 

required for a while.  

The Pavilion Management Committee to be asked for a progress report on their plans for 

refurbishing the play equipment at the Harry Higgins before a decision is made on purchasing a 

new bespoke rope ladder. Agreed. 

 

5.3 Appointment to Play Area Inspector group   CR2 

DECISION R2020/1b: To appoint Chris Prime to the Play Area Inspector Group. Agreed. 

Mr Prime will be inspecting Kronji’s Piece Play Area on a regular basis and helping with inspections 

at the Harry Higgins when required. 

Two new volunteers had come forward to help with inspections at the Harry Higgins Play Area and 

the Centenary Playspace. Mr Welch had made arrangements to meet with the new volunteers 

and provide them with informal training. The Jubilee Playspace is being inspected by the Council 

Officer whilst there is no appointed volunteer for the site. The Council Officer is also helping with 

bike trails inspections. 

The Chairman had written a resume of what to look out for when inspecting a play area which he 

will be circulated to the Committee. Agreed. 

Mr Prime was thanked for volunteering to undertake playground inspections. 

 

 

 



Draft until signed 

January 2020 

2020/2 

6. Jubilee Playspace 

6.1 Updating play equipment on the Jubilee Playspace 

(DECISION R2019/11b: Members of the Committee to visit the Jubilee Playspace and provide a list 

of improvements for the R&AC in January to consider.)   

Mr Burrows had recently visited the Jubilee Playspace and identified that the litter bin, which 

doesn’t close properly, needed replacing. He suggested that the wooden planks that form the 

seat of the bench within the play area be replaced or sanded down as they are weathered and 

fissured. 

There was a discussion exploring the justification for updating the play equipment, issues regarding 

the site’s location and the constraints that this has on attracting users and a neighbouring 

population which was ageing. Alternative uses for the site where touched upon. The Chairman 

informed the Committee why and how the site was purchased by the PC. 

The Clerk reminded the Committee of the work of the Sports Fund Working Group which will 

explore installing a pump track and/or MUGA at its next meeting in February.  

Research is needed into how the site is used and by whom. 

A survey to gather information about the site and how it is used to be circulated with the March 

issue of the Martlesham Monthly. Agreed.  

Andy Jolliffe, Communities Officer for East Suffolk Council, may be able to help with formulating 

survey questions. 

A notice on the site about the survey would help gather people’s opinions. The use of photographs 

of the site would be helpful.  

The Clerk to inform the Sports Fund Working Group about the Committees decision to undertake 

research and a survey into the use of the Jubilee Play Area. Agreed. 

 

7. The Recreation Ground & Kronji’s Piece 

7.1 Steering Group Terms of Reference & notes of meeting held on 20.12.19   CR3 & CPs filed in the 

office together with these minutes.  

Mr Prime reported that the Steering Group was in the early stages of developing a plan that would 

eventually be widely consulted on. The Group’s next meeting was on 12th February. Mr Prime had 

contacted the main groups associated with the whole site and would be meeting them shortly. 

Better plans were being drawn up and would be ready in a few days’ time. Mr O’Brien Baker has 

written notes on the history of the site which he will make available to members of the Steering 

Group. 

DECISION R2020/1c: To agree the Terms of Reference for the Steering Group for Martlesham 

Recreation Ground & Kronji’s Piece Management Plan. Agreed. 

 

8. Martlesham Common LNR 

8.1 Amenity Path 3 (Black Tiles to underpass to the south)     

The Land Maintenance Contractor had provided an estimated cost of between £12,000.00 and 

£14,000.00 for getting Amenity Path 3 resurfaced based on 1000 square meters. Photographs 

showing the condition of the surface of the path, taken by Mr Burrows, were circulated at the 

meeting. The photographs showed where the larger stones forming the base of the path were 

exposed and where cracks with vegetation had developed.   

DECISION R2020/1d: To resurface Amenity Path 3 on Martlesham Common Local Nature Reserve 

and obtain three or four quotes to be considered in March. Agreed. 

There are several sources of potential funding to be explored. 

 

9. Rights of Way 

9.1 Footpath Survey 2019 results   CP sent via email and a hard copy filed in the office together 

with these minutes. 

Mr Williamson highlighted an amendment to the survey results; problems identified by Ms 

Drummond under FP49a to be transferred to FP50. Agreed.  

DECISION R2020/1e: To refer the problems identified in the Footpath Survey 2019 results plus any 

relevant photographs to Suffolk County Council. Agreed. 

 

9.2 Coastal Path consultation   CR4   Map reissued via email on 13.01.20 and a copy filed in the 

office together with these minutes. 

The Clerk to pass on Mr Forbes’ comments, to Natural England, that the proposed route of the 

Coastal Path through Martlesham appears to be satisfactory provided that no existing paths are 
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closed and that the route does not use permissive paths which can be closed by the landowner. 

Agreed. 

 

10. Trees 

10.1 Actions arising from Tree Survey 2019   Quote sent via email and a hard copy filed in the office 

together with these minutes.  

DECISION R2020/1f: To agree the quote, in the region of £1,120.00, to undertake the work 

recommended in the Tree Survey 2019 Report apart from the Poplar by the A12 which is to be 

felled and the resulting logs stacked into habitat piles and not pollarded. Agreed. 

 

11. Climate Emergency/Neighbourhood Plan Plus/CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) proposals 

11.1 Proposals from NP Plus reviews   CP filed in the office together with these minutes.  

The need for things for older people in the parish to help with their wellbeing was raised. Additional 

equipment installed along the Trim Trail more suitable for older people was suggested. 

Cllr Thompson reported that ESC was committed to planting more trees.  

Improving biodiversity wherever possible e.g. patches on the Recreation Ground and at the 

Jubilee Playspace was suggested. 

The merits of tree planting and allowing trees to self-seed were raised. 

The Chairman was keen to promote the work that the PC already does for biodiversity. The 

Chairman moved the Committee on to the next item on the agenda. 

 

12. Finance 

12.1 Pending expenditure   There was no report 

 

12.2 Income & Expenditure report   CP was circulated at meeting and is filed in the office together 

with these minutes. Noted. 

The Clerk reported that the R&AC budget was underspent. However, the Clerk explained that by 

adding the cost of the new surface at Kronji’s Piece Play Area of £16,200.00 (which was part of 

Earmarked Reserves) to what was spent of the budget, the R&AC has spent £35,261.00 which is 

close to the budget figure for the R&AC for this financial year. 

The Clerk was thanked for her work on the Parish Council’s finances. 

 

There was a short break for refreshments 

Items for noting  

13. Sites 

13.1 Recreation Ground & Kronji’s Piece - Work Plan CP sent via email. A hard copy filed in the 

office together with these minutes. Noted. 

 

13.2 Martlesham Common LNR - Work Plan   CP sent via email. A hard copy filed in the office 

together with these minutes. Noted. 

The £200 prize draw from ESC for the Annual Litter Pick 2019 to be spent on replacing new bench 

outside the Community Hall (See item 14.5 below). Agreed. 

 

13.3 Jubilee Playspace Lease update   CR5 

The Clerk reported that the Academy had agreed to remove clause 5.3 in the lease as requested 

by the PC and that work on completing the lease could go ahead. 

 

13.4 Portal Woodlands Conservation Group (PWCG) - meeting scheduled for 06.01.20   Meeting 

cancelled. Noted. 

 

13.5 PWCG - Events for January & February 2020 CR6   Noted. 

 

13.6 PWCG - Any update? There was no update 

 

14. Amenities 

14.1 Land Maintenance Contract   Ongoing. For March agenda 

The Deputy Clerk to meet with Messrs O’ Brien Baker and Burrows in the near future. 

 

14.2 Request for larger bin on Top St by Village Hall and bus stop   Ongoing. 



Draft until signed 

January 2020 

2020/4 

14.3 Bins on Eagle Way   Ongoing. 

 

14.4 Bus shelter on Main Road   Ongoing. 

 

14.5 Request to refurbish or replace seat in front of Community Hall  

There had been no response from the public regarding donations for a memorial bench. The 

deadline for responses is 31.01.20. 

 

15. Rights of Way 

15.1 River Wall Group   CR7   Noted. 

 

15.2 Footpath 9 – ploughed   Any update? 

Mr Prime reported that he was no longer involved with the group trying to persuade the landowner 

to reinstate Footpath 9 and that the condition of the path had worsened. 

 

At 9.30pm the following decision was taken 

DECISION R2020/1g: To suspend Standing Order 3w to complete all business on the agenda.  

Agreed. 
 

16. Sports Fund Working Group 

16.1 Trim Trail update   CR8   Noted. 

 

17. Orchard Working Group 

17.1 Community Orchard update   CR9 & CP filed in the office together with these minutes. 

The Chairman reported that the Deben Rotary Club would be making a financial donation to the 

next tranche of tree planting in the 2020/21winter. 

 

18. Working with volunteers 

18.1 Production of documents   Ongoing. For March agenda. Noted. 

 

19. Annual Review 

19.1 Annual Review January 2020   CP sent via email and a hard copy filed in the office together 

with these minutes. 

 

20. Trees 

20.1 Tree Warden to replace Mr Forbes  

It was noted that an expression of interest had been received.  

 

21. Climate Emergency/Neighbourhood Plan Plus/CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) proposals 

21.1 Wildflower Project Proposal   Ongoing. Noted. 

Mr Burrows reminded the Committee that the Wildflower Area by the football pitch at the 

Recreation Area was part of the flood plain and was liable to flood from time to time. 

 

22. Items for Friends of the Common webpage and a summing up phrase for Facebook page 

22.1 List items & suggest phrase  

Megabash and Wildlife Walk in May. 

 

23. Newsletter items for March 2020 

23.1 Suggestions for inclusion  

Jubilee Playspace survey, warning re tree work. 

 

24. Items for consideration at the next R&AC meeting 

24.1 None. 

 

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.43pm 

                                         M. J. Irwin 
_____________________________            

Chairman, 05 February 2020  


